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Fiction 

 
Abdel-Fattah, Randa 
Does My Head Look Big in This?  
Australian-Palestinian teenager, Amel, is struggling to figure out where she fits 
into her world. She is a devout Muslim and decides to wear her hijab (Muslim 
head scarf) full time. She encounters many misconceptions about her religion 
and culture. Amel is gregarious, smart, funny, and popular. This is an 
entertaining, charming and hilarious read. 
 

Alexie, Sherman 
The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time Indian 
Geeky-looking, brainy Arnold Spirit lives on a depressed Spokane Indian 
reservation. This is a fictional journal of Arnold’s life, complete with cartoons. 
Somehow the story manages to be funny and heart-breaking at the same time. 
Read it today!  
 
Bauer, Joan 
Peeled 
Hildy dreams of becoming a serious journalist one day but feels that she will 
never get a break because nothing exciting ever happens in her small town. 
Everything changes when rumors start flying after the local muck-raking rag, 
The Bee, starts publishing articles about a murderous ghost that haunts a local 
house. Hard-working Hildy is determined to solve the mystery once and for all. 

 
Brooks, Bruce 
The Moves Makes the Man 
Basketball star Jerome feels pretty confident that he can handle anything. After 
all, he has survived being the only black kid at an all white school and being 
raised without a dad. Then he meets Bix, a guy with a lot of serious problems, 
and life gets a lot more complicated. Will Jerome be able to handle it? 
Suspenseful and humorous. 
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Bruchac, Joseph 
Code Talker: A Novel About the Navajo Marines of Wo rld War Two 
Although this book is fiction, it is based on historical facts about a time during 
WWII when the military used speakers of the Navajo language to send secret 
messages that the enemy could not understand. A powerful, thought-provoking 
story. 
 
Cardenas, Teresa 
Letters to My Mother 
After her mother dies, the  ten-year-old Afro-Cuban narrator is sent to live with 
her abusive extended family. Thoroughly depressed and lonely, she seeks 
solace by writing letters to her mother in her journal. Racial tensions run high in 
Cuba and she is teased for her dark appearance. She doesn’t understand why 
her grandmother hates her. She has never met her father and wants to know 
who he is. This powerful coming-of-age novel will move you. 
 
Carter, Ally  
I’d Tell You I Love You, But I’d Have to Kill you  
Can you imagine attending a secret CIA boarding school as a fifteen-year-old 
girl? That’s the life of Cammie Morgan. Since her spy training is top secret, she 
has to live a double life, which turns out to be quite a challenge! 
 
Choldenko, Gennifer 
Al Capone Does My Shirts 
Imagine living on Alcatraz, an island with a prison on it in the San Francisco Bay. 
Moose Flannagan moves with his family to Alcatraz so his dad can work as an 
electrician at the prison and his sister, Natalie, can attend a special school. 
Moose soon gets involved with the hi-jinks of the other kids living on the island. 
 
Crichton, Michael 
Jurassic Park 
After cloning dinosaurs, bioengineers set them up on an island for tourists to 
view. A rival company attempts to steal some frozen dinosaur embryos and 
chaos ensues.  
 
Colfer, Eoin 
Airman 
This is an old-fashioned adventure about an Irish boy named Conor Broekhart 
who was born in the sky! This fast paced novel won’t let you down. It has death-
defying escapes, love, despair, action and suspense. 
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Cooney, Caroline 
Road Trip 
Brit’s parents send her to her grandmother’s house when they go on a cruise in 
Alaska. Although Brit doesn’t really know how to drive and does not have a 
license, she ends up driving her Nannie and two of her elderly friends on a road 
trip across three states to their sixty-fifth college reunion, in a rental car without 
her parents’ knowledge. Hilarity ensues. 
 
Crutcher, Chris 
Staying Fat for Sarah Byrnes 
Sarah Byrnes face is horribly scarred from a burn that happened when she was 
small. Eric spent his childhood being overweight. Now Eric has slimmed down 
because of swimming, but Sarah’s scars are forever. Their friendship is forever 
too, but it is put to the test when Eric struggles to uncover the secrets of Sarah’s 
scars. Can he save her in time? 
 
Danicat, Edwidge 
Behind the Mountains 
Thirteen-year-old Celiane has been living in Haiti with her mother and brother, 
waiting for the last five years to join her father in Brooklyn. She is excited to 
immigrate but nervous about seeing her father after such a long time. Get a 
glimpse of a modern immigrant experience. 
 
Delaney, Joseph 
 The Last Apprentice (series) 
The Spook and his apprentice are monster hunters who wrangle ghosts, witches 
and boggarts. Expect menacing villains, violence and gore. 
 
Deviller, Julia 
How My Private Personal Journal Became a Bestseller  
High school freshman Jamie is fed up with feeling insecure. She is sick and tired 
of dealing with a catty group of girls who think they are perfect and superior. 
Jamie chronicles her interactions with the “evil clique of Populars” in her journal. 
Through a nutty chain of events, her journal ends up being published and she 
turns into a famous celebrity! 
 
Dowd, Siobhan 
The London Eye Mystery 
Quirky, engaging mystery set in London. After their cousin, Salim, disappears, 
siblings Ted and Kat decide to start their own investigation since the police seem 
to have given up. 
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Duane, Diane 
So You Want to be a Wizard (Young Wizard series) 
 Two thirteen-year-old novice wizards have paranormal adventures all over 
Manhattan. The battle between good and evil begins! 
 
Engle, Margarita 
The Poet Slave of Cuba: A Biography of Juan Francis co Manzano 
Written in verse, this is an unforgettable dramatization of a 19th century slave’s 
life story. Juan secretly learned to read, and wrote compelling poetry. His owners 
treated him with brutality yet Juan somehow managed to maintain his humanity.  
 
Feinstein, John 
Last Shot 
This is a mystery set at the NCAA Final Four men’s basketball tournament. 
Steven and Susan Carol are two teens who have won the U.S. Basketball 
Writer’s Association fourteen-and-under writing contest. Their prize is a trip, with 
press credentials and reporting responsibilities, to the Final Four in New Orleans. 
While exploring the Superdome, they overhear someone threatening Chip 
Graber, Minnesota State University’s star player, with blackmail. Chip is being 
pressured to deliberately lose the final game against Duke. Steven and Susan 
attempt to uncover the truth and expose the scandal. Feinstein was originally a 
sports reporter, so his story rings true! 
 
Flake, Sharon 
The Skin I’m In 
Twelve-year-old Maleeka attends a rough inner city school. Her mom has been 
depending on her emotionally and physically after the death of her last husband. 
Therefore, Maleeka is basically raising herself. Her life isn’t easy: she is teased 
on a regular basis for being smart and for wearing unfashionable clothes.   
 
 Flanagan, John 
Ranger’s Apprentice (series) 
Set in a mythical land, this is the tale of the adventures of a fifteen-year-old boy 
who was rejected for training as a warrior-knight, so he settles for becoming an 
apprentice ranger. This entails learning archery, knife throwing, tracking people 
and concealing weapons from his infamous mentor, Halt. 
 

Flinn, Alex 
Fade to Black 
A true thriller told by several narrators in free verse. Set in Alejendro, an HIV 
positive high school junior is ostracized by everyone with the exception of a girl 
who has Down’s Syndrome. 
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Goldman, William 
The Princess Bride 
A fabulous fantasy jam-packed with dramatic sword fights, high adventure, true 
love, hatred, villains, good guys, intense chases, cowardly men, and more. It 
won’t disappoint you. Watch the movie after you read the book. 
 
Herbert, Frank 
The Dune Chronicles (5 books in the series) 
Dune is one of the grandest epics in the science fiction genre. Set on the desert 
planet called Arrakis, a boy named Paul Atreides is left to die. The story entails 
interstellar travel, super-human genetic experiments, emperors, vendettas, and a 
heck of a lot more. 
 
Holt, Kimberly Willis 
My Louisiana Sky  
In the late 1950’s in Saitter, Louisiana, Tiger lives with her grandmother, a 
strong-willed remarkable woman as well as her mother and father. Tiger's 
parents are different from other folks because they are not as smart. They love 
each other and work hard, but they are definitely "slow." When Tiger's 
grandmother dies, Tiger grows up fast, figuring out what's important to her, 
moving to the big-city Baton Rouge with her fancy aunt, or staying in Saitter with 
her mom and dad. This is a sweet and very well written story.  
 
Jinks, Catherine 
Evil Genius 
If you liked Artemis Fowl, you are bound to love this book. Set in Australia, Cadel 
Piggott is being groomed for evil. At the age of seven, Cadel gets busted for 
computer hacking and is sent to a psychologist. He attends secret Axis Institute 
for World Domination, expertly learning about embezzlement, fraud, and 
misinformation. This book is full of suspense, villains, danger, high-tech spies 
and the desire for world denomination.  
 
Kass, Pnina Moed 
Real Time 
Told from multiple perspectives, in real time, the story is based on a suicide 
bomb attack on a crowded bus in modern Israel. 
 
Lamba, Marie 
What I meant…  
Ever feel like you suddenly can’t get along with anyone? Fifteen year old 
Sangeet has problems with her parents, her best friend, her sister and her 
extremely annoying aunt. To top it all off, she has an enormous crush on a boy 
and her father refuses to let her date. A charming, easy-to-read novel! 
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Lichtman, Wendy 
Do the Math: Secrets, Lies, and Algebra 
Thirteen-year-old Tess embarks on an investigation after suspecting that her 
mom’s friend has murdered his wife. What will she unearth? 
 
Muchamore, Robert 
CHERUB (series) 
Not your typical spies: these skateboarding teenagers are highly trained 
professionals who go on dangerous missions. 
 
Na, An 
A Step From Heaven 
Narrated by Jina Oh, the quiet daughter, this is the tale of a Korean family that 
immigrates to the United States. The domineering father is abusive and cruel, the 
parents juggle multiple low-paying jobs, and the family struggles with the 
language barriers. 
 
Novik, Naomi 
Temeraire Trilogy 
Based in the time of the Napoleonic Wars, this epic fantasy novel deals with 
various breeds of talking, thinking dragons and a team of aviators. 
  
Patterson, Katherine 
The Same Stuff as Stars 
Eleven-year-old Angela Morgan has a lot of responsibilities. Her dad is in jail 
(charged with murder and robbery) and her irresponsible mother leaves Angela 
to take care of her little brother and run the household on very little money. With 
these weights on her shoulder, Angela falls in love with astronomy and strives to 
overcome her life’s challenges. 
 
Pearson, Ridley and Dave Barry 
Peter and the Starcatchers (series) 
An exciting prequel to Peter Pan! Read about Peter, the leader of a gang of 
orphan boys, and his adventures on the high seas aboard a pirate ship! This 
series is a true page-turner! 
 
Peet, Mal 
Tamar: A Novel of Espionage, Passion, and Betrayal 
Two undercover operatives, Tamar and Dart are spies for the Allied forces during 
World War II. They parachute into Nazi occupied Holland with the intention of 
uniting the fragmented efforts of the Dutch resistance. There is also a 
contemporary component to the novel--a young girl named Tamar (who is named 
after one of these operatives) is left a box of clues by her grandfather who 
committed suicide. The novel alternates between these two stories, although it 
spends more time with the World War II story. This won the 2006 Carnegie 
Medal in the UK. 
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Pierce, Tamora 
Song of the Lioness Quartet 
The First Adventure, In the Hand of the Goddess, The Woman Who Rides Like a 
Man, & Lioness Rampart. Alanna disguises herself as a boy to become a knight. 
Follow her on her journey filled with suspense, heroism, magical kingdoms and 
adventure. 
 
Pullman, Phillip 
His Dark Materials Trilogy 
The Golden Compass, The Subtle Knife, The Amber Spyglass 
A phenomenal, complex fantasy trilogy that takes place in a parallel universe. 
Don’t miss out on it. 
 
Schmidt, Gary 
The Wednesday Wars 
Holling Hoodhood lives in the suburbs of Long Island with his inflexible architect 
father, traditional mother, and crushed-out teenaged sister. It’s the 1960’s and 
the Vietnam War is in full force. On Wednesday afternoons, half of his class 
leaves school early to attend Catholicism lessons while the other half attends 
Judaism schooling. Since Holling is the Presbyterian, he has to stay behind with 
his teacher, who he is convinced can’t stand him. Expect to read about some 
rats, cream puffs, baseball heroes, and Shakespeare. 
 
Scott, Michael 
The Alchemyst: Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Fla mel 
This wild fantasy, set in modern day San Francisco, is the story of twin siblings, 
Sophie and Josh Newman. Their lives are pretty normal until (get this) they 
become a part of a 10,000 year old prophecy that might be the end of the world. 
Magical fights ensue. Will the siblings manage to save the world in their battle 
against supernatural forces? 
 
Shusterman, Neal 
The Schwa was Here 
Invisibility, fourteen Afghan hounds, a wealthy recluse, and stolen kisses are all a 
part of this humorous, complex story.  
 
Sleator, William 
Into the Dream 
After classmates Paul and Francine realize that they are having the same exact 
recurring nightmare about a little boy in danger, they decide to team up to save 
the boy. Will they? 
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Smith, Roland 
Peak 
Peak is a gripping, action-packed story about a New Yorker, Peak Marcello who 
loves to climb. After he gets arrested for scaling the Woolworth Building, the 
ticked-off judge gives him a choice: go to a juvenile detention center or go live 
with his estranged mountaineering father in Thailand. After choosing the latter 
option, Peak realizes that his dad has some selfish plans. He wants Peak to be 
the youngest climber to reach the top of Mount Everest so he can profit.  
 
Tarshis, Lauren 
Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree 
Emma-Jean isn’t your typical seventh grade girl. Extremely smart and aloof, she 
is content to “march to the beat of her own drum.” Yet when she comes across a 
classmate sobbing in the bathroom because some “popular” girls were bullying 
her, she offers to help the girl any way she can. Will Emma-Jean be able to stop 
them? 
 
Underdahl, S.T. 
The Other Sister 
It is a big shock when fifteen-year-old Josey’s parents tell her that she has a 
twenty-five-year old sister that they gave up for adoption as a newborn. Her 
position in her family has shifted and Josey no longer knows where she belongs. 
 
Whelan, Gloria 
Homeless Bird 
Koly lives in India with her family. When she turns thirteen, her parents decide 
she is ready to be married. She’ll have to marry a boy that she has never met 
and move in with his parents in a distant village.  
 
Zimmer, Tracie Vaughn 
Reaching for the Sun 
Life isn’t easy for Josie, a shy seventh grader with cerebral palsy. Her family’s 
farmhouse is suddenly surrounded by bulldozers, breaking ground for new fancy 
mansions. Josie’s family is anything but typical: she hasn’t met her father, her 
mother is consumed by her own busy schedule, and they live with her 
opinionated grandmother. Life changes when Josie becomes friends with her 
new neighbor, Jordon. 
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CCClllaaassssssiiicccsss   
 
Bradbury, Ray 
R is for Rocket 
A collection of seventeen science fiction short stories that will make you a fan of 
Bradbury.  
 
Bronte, C. 
Jane Eyre  
Jane! Her noble spirit and dignity help her rise above a horrible aunt, cruel 
orphanage, class alienation and terrible secrets. She finds true independence 
and love in a mansion on the heath. An apex of romantic literature. 
 
Heinlein, Robert 
Have Space Suit, Will Travel 
Written in 1958, this classic science fiction novel is the story of Kip Russell, a 
teenager who has always dreamed of traveling to the moon. He is excited when 
he wins a contest that will give him the opportunity to do just that! Unfortunately, 
things don’t go as well as Kip hopes. Will he survive the adventure? 
 
Porter, G.S. 
A Girl of the Limberlost  
Elnora Comstock brings grace, bravery and goodness to what has to be one of 
the most awkward first days of high school in literature. She knows how deal with 
the cool crowd and still be independent. 
 
Rawlings, Marjorie K. 
The Yearling 
Fighting off a pack of starving wolves, wrestling alligators in the swamp, and 
romping with bear cubs is all part of daily life for the Baxter family. (They live in 
the Florida scrublands in the late 1800’s.) However, Jody Baxter is not content 
with these exciting adventures, or even with the cozy comfort of home with Ma 
and Pa. He desperately wants a pet and ends up with a frisky fawn he calls Flag. 
Along with friendship and good times come some really tough decisions. 
 
Stratton-Porter, Gene 
The Keeper of Bees 
Published in 1925, this old-fashioned novel is a delight. It begins with an injured 
soldier who escapes from the hospital to find a quiet place on a beach to die. His 
plan is thwarted when he meets an elderly dying man who passionately begs him 
to take good care of his bees. Beautiful descriptions of nature, wholesome 
adventures, mysterious ladies and lots of bees. 
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Webster, Jean  
Daddy Long Legs 
Follow orphan Judy through her adventures via letters she writes to her 
anonymous benefactor. 
 
 
 

 

NNNooonnnfff iiicccttt iiiooonnn   
 
Kahn, Roger 
The Boys of Summer 
A classic sports book. Kahn, an award-winning sports writer, tells the story of the 
Brooklyn Dodgers--the team that broke the color barrier with Jackie Robinson 
and set many other records besides. He also writes about what’s happened since 
to Jackie Robinson, Carl Erskine, Preacher Roe, Pee Wee Reese, Billy Cox, Roy 
Campanella, Carl Furillo and the others, no longer boys but men in their middle 
years with their glories behind them. For some, they have been happy years; to 
others, fate has not been kind. 
 
Herriot, James  
All Creatures Great and Small  
If you love animals, you’ll love this book. This timeless classic is Herriots’ story of 
his life as a veterinarian in the farmlands of Yorkshire, England. This is a 
heartbreaking, humorous, memorable story that will leave you with warm, cozy 
feelings. 
 
Murphy, Jim 
An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story o f the Yellow Fever 
Epidemic of 1793 
During the epidemic, President George Washington and almost all the other 
government officials abandoned the nation’s capitol (Philadelphia at the time) for 
fear of catching yellow fever. The epidemic caused panic, created heroes, and 
raised awareness of the importance clean water. Elizabeth Drinker, a 
Philadelphia woman, finally took a bath in 1799, a full 28 years after her previous 
bath! This book is worth reading! 
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               MMMeeemmmoooiii rrrsss   
   
Gilbreth, Frank & Ernestine 
Cheaper By the Dozen 
Laugh out loud hilarious! This is the incredible true story of the eccentric Gilbreth 
family of fourteen in the early 1900s. 
 
Rhodes-Courter, Ashley 
Three Little Words 
Read Ashley’s eye-opening story of the nine years she spent in the American 
foster care system.  
 
Sedaris, David 
Me Talk Pretty Some Day 
These are scathing, over-the-top funny vignettes of Sedaris’ life. Written in a 
dead-pan tone, his observations of his wacky family, friends and acquaintances 
are outrageous. 
 

 
Poetry 
 
Grandits, John 
Blue Lipstick 
Funny poems about ninth grade, fashion and family relationships, topped off with 
cool graphics. 
 
 

 
GGGrrraaappphhhiiiccc   NNNooovvveeelllsss   
 
Carey, Mike 
Re-Gifters 
Cool black and white drawings, strong plot and realistic characters make this 
book a must-have. Korean American teen Dixie and her best friend, Avril, are 
totally into a martial art called, hapkido. An important tournament is approaching 
but Dixie is losing her focus as a result of her major crush on one of the boys 
who will be competing.  
 
Schrag, Ariel 
Stuck in the Middle 
This is a great collection of seventeen stories about life in middle school. 
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Sis, Peter 
The Wall 
An autobiography told with more pictures than words. Sis describes his childhood 
in Prague under a Communist regime. Fantastic and powerful. 
 
Satrapi, Marjane 
Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood  
This is the author’s moving, funny memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic 
Revolution. Descended from the last Emperor of Iran, Satrapi is nine when 
fundamentalist rebels overthrow the Shah. While Satrapi’s radical parents and 
their community initially welcome the ouster, they soon learn a new brand of 
totalitarianism is taking over. Satrapi’s rebellious streak puts her in danger, as 
even educated women are threatened with beatings for improper attire. The art is 
minimal and stark, yet often charming and humorous as it depicts the madness 
around her. There is also a sequel called Persepolis 2: The Story of a Return. 
 
Spiegelman, Art 
Maus: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History  
This is the incredible story of Vladek Spiegelman, who lived through the 
Holocaust, as told by his cartoonist son, who tries to grasp what happened to his 
dad. The characters are depicted as mice and cats. Winner of a 1992 Pulitzer 
Prize. 
 
Tan, Shaun  
The Arrival  
This is a beautiful, wordless graphic novel about a man who immigrates and finds 
himself in a strange new world. Realistic, gripping and fascinating. 
 
Yang, Gene Luen 
American Born Chinese 
This indie graphic novel tells three stories: the efforts of the Chinese folk hero 
Monkey King to shed his humble roots and be revered as a god; the struggles 
faced by Jin Wang, a lonely Asian-American middle school student who would do 
anything to fit in with his white classmates; and the sitcom plight of Danny, an All-
American teen so shamed by his Chinese cousin Chin-Kee that he is forced to 
change schools. 
 
 
 
 

Have an 
amazing 
summer! 

 
xoxo, 
 Maria 
Ragan, 

Denise & 
Eva 


